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Letter from the President 
 

 
On behalf of the California State University of Nor thridge Accounting Association I 

welcome everyone to the Spring 2008 semester. Our t eam of executives and directors are 
working hard to make this semester successful for a ll of the Accounting Association members 
and firms. My goal this semester is to offer events  that focus in developing students into 
professionals.  
  
            Upon starting at CSUN, I was declared a n Accounting major but knew nothing about 
accounting or the jobs it offered. I spoke to a fri end who was already working and was told 
to "get involved in the Accounting Association, you  will have a job waiting for you when you 
graduate." I was skeptical but signed up to be a me mber. I realized it was possible, and 
started to receive e-mails about meetings, office t ours, Meet the Firms, mock interviews, 
resume workshops, and many other great events to he lp prepare me to take on the real 
world. I decided to become more active after attend ing several events which featured 
guest speakers from many well respected companies a nd organizations. In becoming an 
active member taking on the roles as the Director o f Meetings and Executive Treasurer, I was 
able to build relationships with students and firm members who proved to me that 
Accounting was the right choice. As the President, I want to guide students to take 
advantage of all the great opportunities the Accoun ting Association provided for me and 
many past members. 
  

Becoming a member is just the beginning. Attending Monday and Wednesday 
meetings provide you with knowledge for your profes sional growth. Meetings offer special 
topics that prepare you for Meet the Firms, network ing with professionals, and learning what 
career path to take. After attending several meetin gs and networking among students, you 
should kick it up a notch and step up to the bigges t event of the semester, Meet the Firms 
where you can meet hundreds of professionals from o ver 50 different firms. But if you really 
want to get to know a firm, you should go to an off ice tour. Office tours are the best places 
to really get to know a firm. Once you get that fir m contact and need to send out your 
resume, the resume workshop and mock interviews wil l prepare you to seal the deal! 
  

I want to thank the Executive Board and Directors f or their hard work in preparing the 
events of the Spring 2008 semester. I also want to thank and congratulate all of the members 
that not only apply to be in the Accounting Associa tion, but also take an active role in 
attending AA events to develop their professional s kills. For more information on upcoming 
events please attend our general Monday meetings or  visit our website at 
www.csun.edu/aa. 
  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Son Dinh 
President Spring 2008 
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Why is it important to be an Active Member of the A ccounting Association? 
 
 
My tenure with the Accounting Association has been very similar to many of my peers. At 

first, I was a passive member, attending some of th e meetings and events in Spring of last 

year. However, my second semester in AA was much di fferent, as I took the responsibility of 

becoming the Director of Wednesday Technical Meetin gs. This directorship gave me the 

opportunity to meet countless professionals in the field, as well as network with many of my 

fellow classmates.  

  

After just being in the association for two semeste rs, I can say that the difference between 

being a member and director are worlds apart. The d oors that a directorship can open for a 

student are almost unlimited, something I can attes t to through my personal experience.  

 

My recommendation to every member in AA is to get a s involved as possible. Go to the firm 

tours, résumé workshops, Meet the Firms, Wednesday Tech. Meetings, etc. Take a more 

active role as a director or executive, and network  with as many students and professionals 

as possible. Try your best not to procrastinate you r professional development, because doing 

so could limit the amount of opportunities you can hope for in your career.  

  

In my third semester in AA, I am honored to take th e role of Vice President alongside a 

sensational executive board. I look forward to spre ading the word about the Accounting 

Association and what it can do for every student in  the major.  

 
 
Mark Manian 
Vice President Spring 2008 
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Benefits of Being in the Accounting Association 
 
 

So you ask: “What’s in it for me?” 
 
A lot. There is more to learn beyond the syllabus o f your accounting class. Professional, 

interpersonal and leadership skills are as importan t as your technical knowledge and 
academic performance. This is where we come in. Our  mission is to “help students develop 
professional skills and build relationships essenti al to launching a successful accounting 
career”.  

 
There are four major benefits of being involved in the Accounting Association (AA): 

developing professionally, building relationships w ith professionals and students, practicing 
project management, and finally, utilizing your lea dership skills.  

 
Our objective to help you professionally develop is  achieved in many ways. For 

instance, you could take advantage of our Résumé Wo rkshop which is held early every 
semester before recruitment season starts. In these  workshops, we invite professionals from 
various accounting firms to give you one-on-one adv ice on your resume. This workshop is 
followed by a Mock Interview Session. In these sess ions, you have the opportunity to be 
“interviewed” by a professional who will help you i mprove your interviewing skills.  

 
You could also take advantage of our Technical Meet ings where we serve free lunch 

and invite professionals to talk about their first- hand experiences in the real world. What is it 
like to work for a Big 4, middle, or local firm? Pr actice Audit or Tax? Public or Private? go 
through your first year as an accountant? What does  it take to become a CPA? How should 
you prepare for Meet the Firms? By attending these meetings and listening to the speakers, 
you will have an idea of so many things about the p rofession, and learn how to get 
prepared for various events and activities. Oh, and  did I mention free lunch? 

 
As a result of your involvement, you will start to develop relationships with professionals. 

Usually, firms send the same representatives to var ious events like Meet the Firms, Technical 
Meetings and firm office tours. In addition, AA als o offers opportunities for you to socialize 
with professionals in a casual environment. In alum ni events, basketball and softball 
tournaments, you have the chance to meet profession als in a more laid back atmosphere.  
You have the opportunity to build relationships wit h them by keeping in touch and meeting 
again at different events that go on throughout the  semester. This is advantageous for you in 
two ways: first, you will learn more about firms’ c ultures; second, your relationship with 
professionals will help you become more confident a nd comfortable when you go through 
the recruitment process.  

 
AA has proven itself to be a great friendship build ing ground. Our informal bonding 

activities such as BBQ Saturdays, Charitable Events , and retreats give you the opportunity to 
get to know your fellow AA members, directors and e xecutives on a more personal level. As 
you may know, the accounting major is very challeng ing, but having friends going through 
the same experience makes your academic career more  rewarding. Friendships you 
develop in AA might just last a lifetime 
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In AA, you also have the opportunity to help other students and manage successful 
events by taking a directorship position. This will  give you a chance to experience leading 
teams, communicating with executives and coordinati ng with firms, while having fun and 
strengthening your project management skills. Takin g directorship positions is always 
challenging, but definitely rewarding. You will lea rn to manage your time between school, 
work, and your directorship – a trait that is alway s attractive to firm recruiters.  

 
With these different opportunities, you will enhanc e your leadership abilities.  When 

you join AA, you become more than a typical student . Through your involvement, you will be 
more confident facing challenges in the real world.  Building relationships with professionals 
will open doors for you and lead you to more career  choices later on. By maximizing your 
experience in AA, you gain the professional edge th at will help you launch your career in the 
accounting profession.  
 
Good luck! 
 
 
Mike Harsha 
Execut ive Assistant 
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How do you feel about your experience as a member o f the Accounting Association? 
 

 
The Accounting Association (AA) is one of the most active students’ organizations at 

California State University, Northridge. I joined t he AA when I was taking Acct350, and the 
experience that AA provided me is priceless. I lear ned so much from friends, firm members as 
well as speakers who come to AA’s weekly meetings.  

 
After the first semester I joined AA, I made many n ew friends. We had lots of fun 

together at different events such as Weekly Meeting s, Membership Barbeque, and Alumni 
Event. We also helped each other understand course material and find information about 
firms that we are interested in. Other wonderful ev ents such as Meet the Firms and Firm Tours 
really helped us make a decision on what type of fi rm we want to work for, and whether we 
want to work in Tax or Audit.  

 
Being a member of AA made me realized that we alway s need to be proactive. This is 

one of the most important factors that will make a person successful. Whether it is doing 
homework, finding information about firms, or creat ing a profile on the career website, we 
should always be on top of things, and this will ma ke us successful in whatever we do. 

 
Joining AA also helped me become a leader. My exper ience as a Director and 

Treasurer has provided me with the knowledge of how  to be an effective leader. I realized 
that in order to become a leader, we need to be wil ling to help other people, work hard, 
and thoroughly understand the problems we face. 

 
My joining AA was one of the best decisions that I made during my time at CSUN. I 

have become a better person because of the experien ce and knowledge AA provided. I 
hope that you too will become an active member and help AA maintain its wonderful 
traditions. 
 
 
Huong Do 
Treasurer 
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What can a member expect to learn/experience  

from being in the Accounting Association? 
 
 

The Accounting Association teaches skills and offer s experiences to motivated accounting students to 
help them find jobs and prepare for careers with to p accounting firms.  As an Accounting Association m ember, 
you will meet key people that make hiring decisions  in some of the best firms in America.  You will le arn the skills 
necessary to represent yourself in the best light p ossible in order to be offered some of the most sou ght after 
jobs in the accounting field.  You will embark on a  journey of discovery that will shape your career a nd provide 
you with opportunities you may not have thought pos sible. 

 
AA works closely with CSUN faculty and a variety of  accounting firms throughout the area.  You will 

receive inside information about how and when to ap ply for internships.  You will gain a better unders tanding 
about what firms actually do in practice. You will learn more about the differences between audit and tax; 
about public versus private accounting.  You will b e able to take advantage of student, faculty and 
professional interaction benefiting from knowledge and information obtained in this unique atmosphere both 
on and off campus. 

 
In order to prepare for the interviewing process AA  will work with you to develop your communications 

skills. You will learn secrets of interviewing like  attitude, bearing and how to dress for success. Yo u will learn how 
to prepare a professional resume in a resume worksh op where you will perfect your interviewing skills in a mock 
interview.  And, of course, having AA on your resum e is a big plus. 

 
Just as important as the interview process, is gett ing to know the firms and the people who work in th em. 

You will learn about the business emphasis, work en vironment and company culture of a variety of top f irms 
through office tours sponsored by AA and hosted by the firms themselves.  You will meet executives, ma nagers 
and partners.  You will be given the unique opportu nity to interact and with them in a relaxed atmosph ere and 
to show off your attributes. You will begin a netwo rking process with accounting professionals that wi ll enhance 
your career regardless of the firm you choose.  And  the best part is that you will not be alone.  You will have a 
team of highly motivated and success oriented stude nts, faculty and accounting professionals assisting  you 
every step of the way. 

 
In addition to learning job acquisition skills and meeting key players in the accounting field, you wi ll 

make friends and create relationships with fellow s tudents who share the same goals and ambitions. AA fosters 
a collaboration and camaraderie between its members  though a variety of events and excursions includin g a 
softball tournament, alumni night and pizza bust.  Along with your fellow students, you will prepare t o make the 
transition from an academic environment and mindset  to a professional career.  You will benefit from t heir 
support as they benefit from yours. 

 
AA offers you the opportunity to perfect your inter viewing skills and provides you with the visibility  you 

necessary to get that job you’ve been dreaming of.  You will begin to create a social network of profe ssional 
acquaintances and friends that will further your ca reer and enhance your life.  Joining AA may truly b e one of 
the best decisions you will ever make. 
 
 
Veronica Maunder 
Execut ive of Student Relat ions 

 

14 www.csun.edu/aa 



 
 
 
 

Are YOU an Active Member of the Accounting Association? 
 
 
Place a Check Mark for everything you’ve done as a member: 
 
At CSUN… 

�  Visited the Membership Drive Table at the beginning  of the Semester and Signed-up 
�  Attended General Monday Meetings 
�  Attended Monday and Wednesday Technical Meetings 
�  Attended Résumé Workshop and Mock Interview 

 
Off-Campus…  

�  Attended Firm Tours 
�  Attended Meet the Firms Night 
�  Attended Spring Awards Banquet 
�  Attended Accounting Association Membership Events ( Membership BBQ, Alumni Event, Pizza Bust, etc.) 

 
At the Events…  

�  Volunteered to help setup for the Event 
�  Greet Firm Members 
�  Networked with Firm Members 
�  Had Fun! 
�  Kept in contact with the Firm Members after 

the Event 
 

At the End of the Semester…  
�  Applied to for a position in the Accounting 

Association 
o Executive 
o Directorship 

�  Participated in Accounting Association 
Elections 

�  Attended Softball Event  
o Played your best 
o Played for fun 
o Played to win 

�  Had a Great Time during the semester and 
made new Memories! 

How many did you check off? 
 
 

1-3:  Come on… You’re missing out on a lot! 

4-7: I knew you could do it! 

8-11: You’re on a roll! 

12+: Awesome job! You’ve got this 
participation thing down! I hope 
you’re a Director or Executive next 
semester. 
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Why is it important to be an active member of the A ccounting Association? 
 

Being a part of Accounting Association is one of th e best decisions I have ever made. I 
say this because I have personally benefited so muc h from Accounting Association that I 
cannot imagine the opportunities I would lose had I  not been an active member. Here are 
some of the benefits: 

 

·  Accounting Association gives students the opportuni ty to meet and associate themselves 
with working professionals in their field of intere st. Those professionals are either alumni of 

the association or are supporters of the associatio n or are people who are interested in 
hiring you! Now tell me you want to get to know tho se people too!  

·  Being an active member will also allow you to see y our future working environment as an 
Accountant/CPA. You will see the people you are lik ely to work for, or with. You will also 
see the firm culture of many CPA firms through Firm  Tours.  

·  We all have career questions; and who is better to answer our questions than the 
professionals? During events such as Meet the Firms , Monday/Wednesday Meetings, 
Alumni events, Basketball tournaments, you will hav e your chance to get a hold of them 
and ask all your career related questions! Often ti mes, they will either offer you interviews 
for internships or jobs.  

·  Attending those events will allow you to meet succe ssful people such as partners and 
senior managers. You want to associate with them! Y ou want to find out what made them 
successful and learn from them; because it will ine vitably help you to be successful too.  

·  Most importantly, being active will help you foster  networking skills! Writing simple “Thank 
You” letters and conversing with professionals will  help you to be a better speaker and 
writer.  

·  Aside from the professional aspect, you will meet f riends! Friends who will become study 
buddies in Accounting 350 and on; who will help you  to succeed academically and 
professionally.  

·  Lastly, all those benefits are so easily obtainable . Being an active member of Accounting 
Association is easy and rewarding.  

I do understand that many of you are extremely busy  students who could be working, 
studying hard (taking many units) or involved in ot her organizations. But keep it mind, you do 
not have to attend every single event in the associ ation to be an active member. Being 
active means to put your face out there once in a w hile; let us see you and know that you 
want to and have the desire to let us help you buil d your skills and familiarize yourself with 
professionals.  

I strongly urge you to at least attend a few upcomi ng events such as Firm Tours or 
Monday/Wednesday Meetings, fundraising events, etc.  Once you get the taste of 
Accounting Association and experience the benefits yourself, you will only want more.  
 

 
Jennifer Friedman 
Controller 
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Benefits of an Internship 
 
You decided to become an accounting major but do yo u really know what you’re 

getting yourself into?  There are many routes to ch oose from with an accounting degree.  

You may want to do tax or audit for a public accoun ting firm or you may want to work in the 

accounting department for a private company, not to  mention the many government 

agencies.  Attending our meetings and participating  in our events will certainly help you 

make a decision but an internship experience will p rovide you with hands on experience.    

Both the public accounting firms and private indust ry companies offer internships to 

accounting majors.  Many of the firms give you a ch ance to work in both tax and audit.  

They start you off with training in the first few d ays so you become familiar with their 

computer programs and procedures.  Keep in mind tha t the firms are not looking at your 

accounting knowledge.  They want to see how persona ble you are and how you can carry 

yourself professionally.   Each firm has their own culture and they are looking to see if you 

match or if you are the correct fit for that cultur e.    

There are many perks other than the experience.   M ost internships are paid with a 

very competitive hourly rate.  The firms usually sp oil you with free lunches and encourage 

you to participate in their fun activities away fro m the office.  The best perk is to receive an 

offer of employment when you finish the internship.   This happens when the firm feels you did 

a great job and you are someone they feel comfortab le working with.  This way you will 

already have a job waiting for you as you graduate,  which takes a lot of weight off your 

shoulders and puts all your concentration on obtain ing your degree.      

As a student you should take advantage of at least one internship experience during 

your student years.   You may find more information  about internships through:  csun career 

center, meet the firms event, attending our meeting s and networking with members, 

directors and executives within the accounting asso ciation. 

 
 
 
 
Illan Aristarhov 
Execut ive Advisor 
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Spring 2008 Memories 
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